Tuberculosis and National Health

in 1895 showed 5 per cent of reactors, and this figure as a result
of active and intelligent measures has been reduced to 0-18 per
cent. In the United States of America where the measures
adopted include the elimination of positive reactors, a very low
incidence of infection, as shown by the following figures, is
found:

Year
	Animals Tested
	Percentage Reacting


	329,878
	4*1

1929      ...... 1936      ......
	11,683,7^0 22,918,038
	1-8
 0-7

The postmortem evidence of tuberculous infection in cows
shows a striking agreement with the positive results obtained by
the tuberculin tests; the figures for both being in the neighbour^
hood of 40 per cent. From a survey of all available figures it
has been shown that of a total series of 55,318 cows slaughtered
39-5 per cent were found to present microscopic evidence of
tuberculosis. In 1929 the figures for the Metropolitan Cattle
Market, Islington, showed that 51 per cent of the cows slaughtered
were found to be tuberculous. As is the case with tuberculin
tests, the older the animal the more frequent is the evidence of
tuberculous disease found on post-mortem examination. Cobbett,
in a series of 379 animals of different ages based on Delepine's
analysis, gives the following results:

Age in years
	o-i
	1-2
	2-3
	3-5         5~9
 j
	9-13
	Total

Percentage Tuberculous
	3*4
	13*2
	24-1
	i 23-5   i  48'9
	76-0
	30-5

The sharp rise after the ages of one and five years, and the
high percentage of tuberculous animals after the age of nine will
be noted.
The high incidence of infection in cows, especially old cows,
compared with that in other bovines is significant and sheds
light on certain aetiological factors responsible for the disease.
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